
SU M M A R Y

T he first issue of E T H O S opens with a statem ent setting ou t the ed ito rs’ ideo- 
logical program m e. The ed itors, using Christian ideals as a basis, proclaim , above 
all, a service to  M an. In the service of Man we want, as editors of ETHOS, to 
stand in the service of Truth and Freedom, or more particularly in the service of 
Freedom directed by Truth as expressed by John Paul II during his third pilgrim- 
age to the homeland. Today m ore than ever it is necessary to  pro tect the human 
person, whose life is being th reatened  in its m ost fundam ental aspects. O n the 
one hand , the in terior life o f a person is endangered  by raising his own freedom 
to  the absolute. M oreover, there  is a negation o f fidelity to  the  tru th  th a t has been 
recognized as such bu t which can be rejected . O n the o ther hand , the person is 
th reatened  by external influences in the form  o f systems which e ither m anipulate 
the tru th  o r else limit the individual and  social subjectiveness, E T H O S wishes to 
oppose these dangers. F urtherm ore, it w ishes to  present a program m e of open- 
ness, dialogue and pluralism  following from  an affirm ation o f the hum an person.

T he main section o f the first issue o f E T H O S consists o f a group of articles 
about the co-existence of nations. I t is in troduced (yellow page) by the  words of 
John Paul II w ho, speaking in Oświęcim in 1979, voiced the tragic circumstances 
surrounding the ties betw een the Polish, R ussian, Jewish and G erm an nations. In 
fact, the co-existence o f these nations form s a m ajor part o f the presen t issue.

T he part entitled  The Germans opens with the 1965 appeal „ We forgiye and 
we ask for forgiveness” m ade by the Polish Bishops to  the G erm an Bishops. The 
th ree  articles which follow are linked with the person o f Karl D edecius, a G erm an 
who gave himself totally to research in and to  the spread o f Polish culture. They 
include the „laudatio” of S. S a w i c k i on the occasion o f an honorary doctorate 
o f the Catholic University of Lublin being conferred on Karl D e d e c i u s ,  toget- 
her with thanks o f the L aureate and also his lecture on the concepts of history 
and conscience in the poetic works of K arol W ojtyła.

T he part entitled  The Uthuanians contains the h itherto  unpublished letters of 
BI. Jerzy M a t u l e w i c z o f  W ilno from  1919-1921 to  Achille R atti the  then  papai 
nuncio (and later Pope Pius X I) . T he letters reveal the dram a and the m any cultu- 
rai, social, religious and political com plications o f L ithuania in those years. The 
m em oirs o f C .  Z g o r z e l s k i  refer to  the pre-w ar period o f W ilno and tell o f the 
various elem ents of spiritual life a t the Stefan B atory University. T here  follows a 
text o f D .H . W o j t y s k a C P  which was to  be a Jaudatio” to  celebrate the eon* 
ferm ent o f an honorary doctorate on the A rchbishop of L ithuania L. Povilonis in 
May 1987. (U nfortunately  this event never took place).

T he articles in the part The Ukrainians open up the problem  o f the need for 
Polish-U krainian reconciliation. R . L u ź n y  presents a com plicated and difficult 
history o f Christianity in R uthenia-U kraine in the perspective o f its M illenium.
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W . M o k r y  in his literary analysis o f the works of the 19th century U krainian 
poet T aras Shevczenko reveals the poet*s idea o f freedom  as determ ined by tru th  
and love and not by rebellion and hatred . A . K o n d e r a k  takes up  the topie of
a cali fo r peace and reconciliation o f nations as regards Poles and  U krainians.

T he part en titled  The Jews closes the  group of articles about co-existence of 
nations. T he tex t w ritten  b y J .  S t r y j k o w s k i  is a poetic m etaphor about the 
participation o f  one cu lture in ano ther, the participation o f Jewish culture in the 
Polish one. K. S t r z e l e c k a  O SU  discusses spirituality, custom s and characteri- 
stic features o f the Jew ish national character. J . S a l i  j O P  in his essay deals with 
the constant problem  o f m utual relations betw een Poles and  people o f Jewish ex- 
trac tion .

T he first issue o f  E T H O S  conclude with th ree  o th er sections. „Reports” con- 
sists o f an  account o f  W . C  h u  d  y on  the  symposium held at the Catholic Univer- 
sity o f Lublin in M ay 1987 on  the relations betw een the G ospel and culture, with 
particular a tten tion  paid  to  C entral E uropę , and account o f G . K o z i a r s k i  on 
the symposium abou t national m inorities in Poland which took  place in the Jesuits 
Church in Łódź, O ctober 1987. In the  section „Reviews and Notes” 
K. K 1 a u z a p resen ts a book which was a product o f the  conference on the  theo- 
logy o f liberation , organized by the Institu te o f John Paul II. A . J a r o s z y ń s k i  
in the section „ The Pontificate in the Eyes of the World” reviews books in English 
on the Pope published in 1978-1084. H e shows both  typical shorteom ings and 
shallowness as well as interesting viewpoints and observations in the treatm ent of 
the P ope’s life and thought. „ Bibliography” and „Notes on Contributors” close the 
issue.
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